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SUBJECT: VIETNAMESE VICE FOREIGN MINISTER VISIT TO AUSTRALIA 

THE VIETNAMESE EMBASSY MADE A SPECIAL POINT OF CALLING 
US JULY 1 1 TO LET US KNOW VIETNAMESE VICE FOREIGN 
MINISTER PHAN HIEN WOULD BE PAYING A FIVE-DAY VISIT TO 
AUSTRALIA BEGINNING ON JULY 13 IN CANBERRA. THE 
VIETNAMESE CALLED US TODAY WITH AN INVITATION TO 
AMBASSADOR AND MRS. ALSTON TO ATTEND A RECEPTION IN 
PHAN HIEN'S HONOR ON JULY 14. WHEN TOLD THE AMBASSADOR 
HAD A PREVIOUS COMMITMENT ON JULY 14 THE VIETNAMESE 
REQUESTED THAT ANOTHER EMBASSY OFFICIAL REPRESENT US. 

IN VIEW OF DEVELOPMENTS REPORTED IN STATE 174899. AND 
GUIDANCE CONTAINED IN STATE 294091 (9 DEC 77), 

DCM PLANS TO ATTEND. 

ALSTON 
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